
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bird Song 
 

for voice (Bb4-F5), bass flute, and bass clarinet 
 

 
 
 
 

Eliza Brown 
 

2023 



Bird Song 
for voice (Bb3-F5), bass flute, and bass clarinet 

Eliza Brown 
2023 

 
Duration ca. 3’ 
SCORE IN C 

 
For TAK/for Clara 

 
Text 

 
They are stardust 
They are shapeshifter 
They are a bird who sings alone at night 
They are a bird who sings with other birds 
 
When dawn breaks 
They gratefully rearrange their particles  
(this hurts) 
They rouse their brothers awake 
They make an invitation 
They sing 

 
Performance notes 

 
All 
• Dynamics: hairpins with no destination dynamic are little swells within the current dynamic 
 
Voice 
• General vocal style: cabaret ballad – think “Send in the Clowns” or “Both Sides Now.”  
• Glissandi last for the duration of the note, but don’t have to have a consistent rate of pitch 

change - more exaggerated pop glissando than even, “new-music-y” glissando. 
 
Winds 
• Repeated notes should be articulated gently, unless otherwise marked. Timbral and 

rhythmic variations on individual pitches are ornamental and should exist within the overall 
hush of the piece, not fight with it. 

• Bass clarinet microtones: in mm. 16 and 31, the goal of the microtones is to approximate a 
glissando between their bookending notes. If the available microtone fingering(s) are 
awkward and don’t help those moments sound smeary, they can be omitted or replaced by 
another technique or manner of playing that approximates a glissando.  
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